8th Grade United States History

Instructor:  Mrs. Salciunas (pronounced: shul chew nus)


“In Grade 8, students focus upon United States history, beginning with a brief review of early history, including the Revolution and founding era, and the principles of the United States and Indiana constitutions, as well as other founding documents and their applications to subsequent period of national history and to civic and political life.  Students then study national development, westward expansion, social reform movements, and the Civil War and Reconstruction.”





Indiana Academic Standards


This course will be taught through cooperative group work, individual work, lectures, movies, role plays, etc.  

Grading Scale
Grading will be based on tests, homework, group work, and bell work.

The following grading scale is used throughout the middle school and high school.

A+
100%

A
93 – 99%

A-
90 – 92%

B+
87 – 89%

B
83 – 86%

B-
80 – 82%

C+
77 – 79%

C
73 – 76%

C-
70 – 72%

D+
67 – 69%

D
63 – 66%

D-
60 – 62%

F
0 – 59%

Extra Credit
No extra credit will be issued.
Classroom Rules
1. Be on time – in your seat and quiet at the start of class.

2. Be prepared – have ALL of your required supplies and homework for class each day.

3. Be respectful – to others, your school (know and follow all school rules defined in the student handbook), and to yourself.

4. Be ready and willing to learn – your education is your responsibility.

5. Students who are not prepared for class and need to leave the room to return to their lockers, or use the restroom during class time, will be issued a tardy.  
6. NO FOOD, DRINK, CANDY OR GUM IN THE CLASSROOM.
7. No cell phones in the classroom.

Classroom Procedures
1. Do not enter the classroom until a supervising adult is present.
2. Allow all other students from the previous class period to exit the classroom before entering.
3. Label each assignment with your name, page number/bell work number, and the date.
4. Begin the bell work immediately.
5. Place white paper in the recycling and trash in the wastebasket at the end of the period when exiting the room.  Do not throw any items from any location in the room.
Required Materials
1. tablet

2. assignment book

3. textbook
4. single subject spiral bound notebook (large)

5. two-pocket folder (to keep graded tests and homework)
6. pens/pencils

Attendance

Daily attendance is important to a student’s potential in succeeding academically.   The responsibility for making up work missed rests with the student.  Some in-class assignments will NOT be possible to be made up by a student who is absent.  Students may access assignments on Harmony should an absence be necessary.
Emergency Routes

During a fire drill students will leave room 232 and go directly west past the middle school restrooms through the middle school double doors.  Once entering the high school hallway students will turn right (north) and proceed outside.  Students are to form a line 100 feet from the building consisting of Mrs. Salciunas’ class only so that attendance can be taken.  Students are to remain quite throughout the drill.


During a tornado drill students will leave room 232 and go directly to room 228 (across from the boys’ restroom).  Students should assume a safe position sitting with their backs to the wall, knees drawn tightly to their chest, face positioned in their knees, hands clasped over the back of their heads.  In areas where not all students may be against a wall then those students should kneel and lean over their knees forming a ball like appearance, take their hands clasping and placing them over the back of their neck and upper spine area.  Students are to remain quiet throughout the drill.

Contacting Mrs. Salciunas

Email:  salciunasl@newton.k12.in.us

School phone:  (219) 474-5167 ext. 232


Personal plan period:  6th period (1:10 – 1:55 p.m.)
